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Call for papers

The 2013 conference of the ECREA Political Communication Section aims to explore new trends in the way politics is communi-
cated in the public arena. More than a decade ago, Blumler and Kavanagh (1999) diagnosed a ‘third age of political communica-
tion’ characterized by media abundance, a growing pressure on political elites to adopt the media’s rule of the game and an in-
creasingly critical citizenry that challenges both political authority and the opinion leadership of the media. The rise of Web2.0
with its interactive features and social media platforms has brought about new opportunities and new challenges to political
communication, which are fundamentally transforming the relationship between rulers and citizens in modern democracy far
beyond the emerging ‘third age’ described by Blumler and Kavanagh.

Papers are invited for presentation, which address the current changes in political communication. We are looking for new em-
pirical evidence, but we are also keen to discuss fresh theoretical approaches to conceptualize the new trends and locate them
in the wider context of the future quality of democratic life. Papers should engage with the following broad areas of enquiry:

® How do citizens engage with politics; is there evidence for new forms of political participation and what is the role of the
media, both traditional and new, in citizens’ involvement; in what way do new media alter the relationship between citi-
zens and between citizens and political leaders; how do citizens express themselves and communicate their concerns; etc.

® How do media organizations and journalists respond to the challenges of new communication technologies and wider so-
cial and cultural changes; is there evidence for new forms of presenting politics; to what extent has the coverage of politi-
cal matters travelled away from traditional news formats and with what consequences; how has the changing nature of
citizenship and new media affected the power balance between journalists and political elites; etc.

® How do political actors — parties, political leaders, governments, social movements — communicate in an environment of
networked media abundance; how does the rise of populist leaders, identity politics and the ‘politics of outrage’ interact
with new journalistic formats and new communication platforms; how do political leaders navigate between transparency
and secrecy and between grass root politics and transnational decision making; etc.

Paper proposals
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